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DATES TO REMEMBER
Monday, February 17

No School for Students  
Presidents Day

Act 80 Day
*Possible Make-Up Day

Friday, March 27 Monday, March 30
End of Third Quarter No School for Students  

In-Service/Clerical Day

Thursday, February 13
Board of Directors  
 Regular Meeting  

6:30 p.m., South Park  
High School Cafeteria

SOUTH PARK MINI-THON SETS  
NEW, HIGHER GOAL
The first South Park Mini-THON is off to a great, successful start. In fact, the goal has 
been increased to $10,000 with more than $7,000 already pledged.

South Park High School is one of more than 285 schools that have made a 
commitment to spreading awareness and raising funds for childhood cancer research 
and patient care and support at Penn State Children’s Hospital by participating in 
Mini-THON.

The Mini-THON will be held on Friday, April 24 at South Park High School. To learn 
more about the Mini-THON, click here.

The Mini-THON committee will be holding a fundraiser this month at the Chipotle in 
Pleasant Hills. Learn more by clicking here.

HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT PERFORMS 
AT PMEA CHORUS 
FESTIVAL

South Park junior Sophia DeMatteo 
participated in the PMEA District 1 Senior 
High Chorus Festival from January 15-17 
at South Fayette High School. The chorus 
was under the direction of Dr. Susan 
Medley, Director of Choral Activities at 
Washington & Jefferson College and 
Music Director of the Pittsburgh Concert 
Chorale.

Sophia qualified for the ensemble by 
auditioning in November, and she was 
one of 22 students selected for the 
Alto 1 section. PMEA District 1 includes 
schools from Allegheny, Fayette, Greene, 
Washington and Westmoreland counties. 
Congratulations to Sophia for qualifying 
for the ensemble and for a great 
performance at the concert!

STAY CONNECTED!
For updates from South Park Schools, 

follow us on social media!

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
http://sparksd.org/spsd_news/mini-_t_h_o_n_coming_to_s_p_h_s_this_april
https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/922559/districts/573
https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
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STUDENTS WIN 
EXTRA EFFORT 
AWARDS
Every quarter, Steel Center for Career 
and Technical Education recognizes 
students who demonstrate outstanding 
attitude, work ethic, attendance and 
dependability. Instructors choose 
students to receive the Extra Effort 
Award. 

Congratulations to the following South 
Park students who won the Extra Effort 
Award:

Kate-Lynn Bailey 
Health Assistant 

Jakob Bruce 
Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning

 
Ashlea Ramaglia 

Cosmetology 

FIFTH GRADERS VISIT
TOWNSHIP OFFICES
South Park Township Supervisor Mr. Edward Snee recently invited the fifth grade 
students of South Park Middle School to visit the township offices to learn more 
about public government. 

The first stop on the tour was to the South Park police station. Chief Dennis 
McDonough and his officers answered various questions about their roles in 
protecting the community of South Park. 

The second stop on the tour was the public works department. Mr. Aaron Laughlin 
showed the students all of the heavy equipment and technology used by his crew of 
nine. Mr. Laughlin explained the various careers that are available at the South Park 
Public Works Department. 

The next stop on the tour was to the South Park Township Library, where students 
and faculty were greeted by Mrs. Tami Pauline, the director of the children’s library. 
Mrs. Pauline personally explained the importance of our library and went into great 
detail about the 2020 Library Winter Carnival being held February 29 from 1:00-3:00 
p.m. 

The final stop on the field trip was to visit Township Manager, Ms. Karen Fosbaugh. 
Ms. Fosbaugh explained her role to keep all facets of South Park Township running 
efficiently and effectively. 

The South Park Middle School fifth grade teachers and administrators would like to 
thank Township Supervisor, Mr. Snee, for the wonderful opportunity to learn about 
our community. We would also like to thank First Student for the generous donation 
of free transportation to make this event possible. 

SEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS  
PARTICIPATE IN DEBATE 

Mr. Barnhart’s seventh grade ELA classes debated Mrs. McElhaney’s seventh grade 
ELA classes on Friday, January 31. The debate topics were focused on seventh grade 
students and included the pros and cons of social media, video games, foreign 
language classes and cell phones. All of the students who participated and were in 
attendance did a fantastic job.

The debates were based on PSSA writing standards and PSSA speaking/listening 
standards as students prepared argumentative essays for their debate information.

SPHS JAZZ 
BAND INVITED 
TO REGIONAL 
SHOWCASE

The South Park High School Jazz Band 
performed at Bethel Park’s annual 
South Hills Jazz Showcase on Saturday, 
January 25. It was the second year that 
South Park has been invited to perform 
at the event — an evening all about 
sharing music between students. 

The band performed three selections. 
The students enjoyed listening to the 
other jazz ensembles from Bethel Park, 
Peters Township and Canon-McMillan.



FIRST GRADE STUDENTS DRESS UP AS 
THEIR FAVORITE FOLKTALE CHARACTERS
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First graders have been learning all about folktales, and the lessons culminated with 
folktale day on January 30. In addition to lessons and fun learning activities, students 
and their teachers even dressed up as characters from some of their favorite folktales.

BADMINTON 
TOURNAMENT 
CHAMPS CROWNED

Seventh grade students had the 
opportunity to compete in a doubles 
badminton tournament during their 
FLEX time at the end of the day. Thirty-
two teams signed up and provided a lot 
of great competition. 

Andrew Paul and Griffin Burnett took 
home the golden birdies as this year’s 
champions. Ryan Ellis and J.T. Baxter 
finished as the runners-up.

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS COMPETE  
IN ACADEMIC GAMES TOURNAMENT

A group of South Park Middle School 
students competed in the Academic 
Games tournament last month at 
the Heinz History Center. South Park 
finished in third place in the team 
score in the LinguiSHTIK tournament. 
Congratulations!

Following the competition, students 
were able to spend some time exploring 
the Heinz History Center.

SOUTH PARK 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

CASINO 
NIGHT
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29     

SOUTH HILLS COUNTRY CLUB

CLICK HERE FOR 
TICKET INFO

https://www.southparkeducation.foundation/casino-night-2020
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PRESCHOOL 
TO ACCEPT 
APPLICATIONS
South Park High School’s Eagle 
Ridge Preschool Program will accept 
applications for next school year from 
April 1–May 15.

We will be accepting 14 three-year-olds 
for our Monday/Wednesday program 
and 14 four-year-olds for our Tuesday/
Thursday program. As always, those in 
the three-year-old program will move 
into the four-year-old program after
re-applying for the upcoming year. New 
applicants may apply for the four-year-
old program and could be accepted if an
opening becomes available.

Click here for the required forms
and more information.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Miss Stull at 412-655-3111, ext. 2126 or 
erika.stull@sparksd.org.

FIRST GRADE STUDENTS
CELEBRATE LUNAR NEW YEAR

First graders celebrated Lunar New Year on Thursday, January 23. They participated 
in fun activities throughout the day and at the end of the day enjoyed noodles and a 
fortune cookie!
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REPTILES VISIT 
TWO SOUTH PARK SCHOOLS

Mr. Criswell’s sixth grade students have been studying ectothermic vertebrates 
in science class. Last week, they had the chance to see reptiles in their classroom 
thanks to a visit from South Park alumnus Nate Lysaght. Nate operates a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the education about and proper care of all reptiles. Nate 
also recently visited Miss Stull’s preschool students at South Park High School.

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION TO 
BEGIN IN FEBRUARY

http://sphs.sparksd.org/h_s_parents/eagleridgepreschoolprogram
mailto:erika.stull%40sparksd.org?subject=

